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Tameside Poverty Truth Commission       

 

What if people who have directly faced poverty were involved in 
decisions about poverty? 

 

This is the starting question of the Tameside Poverty Truth Commission. 
We are recruiting 12-15 people who have experience of living in poverty in Tameside, to meet up 
with leaders in the borough over the next two years. We want to see friendships formed, and 
changes to policy, structures and lives. All you need is to be able to tell your story, be willing to 
listen to others, and have the courage to build relationships with people from across Tameside.  

 

How it’ll work 

Initial meeting: we’ll come to you, or meet up somewhere you feel comfortable, to talk about the 
Commission. 

Meet others: meet regularly (maybe 1-2 times per month) with other potential commissioners, 
and think about how you want to tell your story 

Commission starts: The full Commission will launch in early 2021, and will involve Commissioners 
meeting people in positions of authority for about 15 months 

Engage: We begin by building relationships – Sharing, listening and making connections. 

Explore: We then begin to explore issues that emerge through our stories and 
relationships. 

Experiment: Through the wisdom in the room we begin to try out approaches and ideas 
around different issues. 

Embed: Finally we seek to embed our learning and make changes in our organisations, 
communities and lives. 

 

Are you interested in being a Commissioner? Please contact Tom Skinner at 
tom@gmpovertyaction.org to arrange for one of the facilitation team to meet with you in person. 
This will just be an initial meeting, there will be no expectation for you to join if you decide that it’s 
not for you, and your story will not be shared without your permission. 


