
 

                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                                                

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

When the 

War Came 

Home 

By 

Lesley Parr 

With a strong Welsh setting and a deep sense of 

community When the War Came Home sensitively 

explores the impact of World War One on some of 

the survivors  both soldiers and civilians. Furious 

that she has to move home when her mother loses 

her job, Natty is sure that she is going to hate living 

with her cousins in a different Welsh valley. 

Everything, especially school, is very different. But 

meets two young men who have come back from 

fighting in the First World War. The war may be 

over but her cousin Huw still suffers great grief from 

losing his best friend as well as terrible flashbacks 

when there are loud bangs while Johnny, a young 

boy from the local hospital for ex-

even know who he is. Natty is determined to help 

both the boys and to solve a mystery. It is an 

excellent story which gives a thoughtful insight into 

the long term effects of war. 
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A Thunder of 

Monsters 

By  

S.A. Patrick 

Patch Brightwater and his friend Barver, the dracogriff, 

are trapped on a mysterious island full of monstrous 

beasts. Their shapeshifting friend, Wren, is being held 

prisoner by the Piper of Hamelyn, but she's working 

hard to escape. Clad in his suit of magical black armour 

and with dragons and a growing army on his side, the 

Piper of Hamelyn seems destined to bring chaos and 

destruction down on the world.  

Can anything stop him? 

Three accidental heroes versus one legendary 

villain...the epic adventure that began with A Darkness 

of Dragons comes to a thunderous end. 

Clock of Stars 
Beyond the 

Mountain  

By 

Francesca 

Gibbons 

Imogen and Marie return through the door in the tree to a whole new 

Yaroslav. Miro is king, but hates it. Anneshka is no longer Queen  and hates 

it. When Anneshka hears a prophecy that she will rule the Greatest Kingdom, 

she seizes Marie, believing her to be key to fulfilling it, and heads over the 

mountains. Imogen and Miro chase after them, in hot pursuit. But what they 

find in the lands beyond will change everything again, and see them facing 

dangers they could never have imagined, both human and otherwise. 

Support your local 

bookshop. 
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When 

Fishes 

Flew 

By 

Michael 

Morpurgo 

 

Against a huge sweep of the history of Greece including the 

stories of the ancient heroes, the occupation of Greece by the 

Germans in the Second World War and right up to the 

present-day of the arrival of Syrian refugees, at heart this is an 

touching story of Nandi, a teenager living in Australia, and the 

wonderful bond she has with her Auntie Ellie in Ithaca. Despite 

the distance between Australia and Greece, Nandi and her 

very special Auntie Ellie meet frequently. But then Auntie Ellie 

becomes too frail to travel. Now Nandi must go to Ithaca to 

 

Breath-taking world-building on an epic scale. Pure 

escapism at its best. It is early spring, a turbulent, perilous 

time of sudden storms, frozen river fractures and drifting 

ice. Fleeing from a demon intent on devouring his souls, 

Wolf is swept out to Sea far from the Forest and his pack. 

The ocean too teems with danger: sea wolves, sharks and 

hunters of the deep, and the demon is gaining ground. 

Torak and Renn must race to save their pack-brother, 

battling the harsh, icy waves and merciless torrents. If they 

can't find Wolf in time, the bond between them will be 

severed for ever... Read Wolfbane as a standalone 

adventure or as part of the well-loved series. 

 

  

Non - fiction 

Space Maps  Lara Albanese. Armed with the maps in this large-

format, attractively illustrated book, young readers can embark on a tour 

of our solar system, discovering a wealth of information along the way. It 

opens with a series of maps of the night skies, demonstrating how their 

appearance differs depending on where the viewer is, and at what time. It 

also provides an equatorial map of the sky and illustrates the way different 

cultures mapped what they could see, comparing the outline created by the 

ancient Greeks with that drawn up by those in ancient China and the San 

in South Africa too. 

Big Ideas for Young Thinkers  Jamia Wilson - This book was 

designed with bright, curious readers in mind and serves them really well. 

Author Jamia Wilson was just such a child, never happier than when asking 

questions about the hows and whys of the world (one of them being why most 

of the big thinkers in her schoolbooks were white European men). She sets out 

thinkers to provide a history of thought  often including quotes and short 

biographies  but emphasises that everyone picking up the book is a philosopher 

with equally meaningful, important views. Bursting with ideas, this will start all 

sorts of conversations and discussions, and open up a world of debate.  

Wolf Bane 

By 

Michelle 

Paver 

 


